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ance; Manchester, Birmingham, Newcastle and
Leeds may have scant regard for the metropolis,
and see it only as a clearing-house for their
thought and their action. But the desire of nine
Englishmen in ten is to reach London and
London's approval. All who are outstanding in
art, literature, science, music, medicine, law and
the other intelligent departments of life, come
sooner or later to London. And few provincials
come to it who are not caught and held by it,
and, after all their early criticism, do not find it
and its life superior to life in Bradford, Hudders-
field, Leicester,  Nottingham, or even Man-
chester. Often those who want to go back find
themselves staying on year by year, unable to
leave it. They have found that it is a city afford-
ing little opportunity to the seeker; a city of
closed doors; a city where fortunes may be spent
and very seldom made; a city that remains in-
different to industry and enterprise; a city that
has broken more hearts than it has rejoiced.
And still they would rather be poor in London
than rich in Huddersfield.* Without making the
smallest effort to placate them or hold them, it
has got them for the rest of their lives. Md it
will continue to get them, for witkout them it
could not be London.
No matter how often or how violently it
changes its face and its dress, its mighty heart
remains unchanged. The making of history does